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and Dr. Barnardo were peremptorily overridden; and,
finally, so exasperated did Barnardo become that, in Decem-
ber, 18895 ^e published The Cardinal's Conscience, or "Proof
given of the systematic neglect by the Roman Catholic
Priesthood to care for their own Waif and Stray Children,
until the latter had been rescued by Christian Agencies from
the perils of the streets—when the zeal of Rome begins to
wax hot against the rescuers; being a history of certain
correspondence between Dr. Barnardo and Cardinal
Manning's Secretary." *
In this illuminating treatise Barnardo's spirit was
thoroughly roused; and, needless to say, he did not mince
words. Answering the arguments of many who maintained
that in no circumstances should he resist the application
of Roman Catholics for the return of any child., however
long it had been "a member of his family5*, he boldly stated
his case. Frequently had he been pronounced "bigoted,
intolerant and narrow-minded"; in Roman Catholic
journals his "motives, methods and personal character33
were all made a target for abuse; while certain organs of
the daily Press banned him as "contemptible and infamous".
Moreover, he had received letters "threatening personal
violence". One gentleman, writing from Ireland, informed
him that shortly he would be visiting London; and "if you
are not then protected by prison walls", he declared, "you
may expect your quietus at my hands: for I will knock you
on the head"!
Then Barnardo explained the reason of his refusal to
comply with certain Catholic demands. Habitually, when
Catholic parents or relatives applied for the admission of
children, he advised them first to make application to their
own priests. But, "in nearly every case", came the reply:
"I have done so; he says he cannot help me: the priest
has advised me to go to the workhouse myself, or to send
my boy or girl to the workhouse, and I won't do that," In
1 See Supplement to Night and Day, December, 1889.

